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second feature film, “Ring Wandering.” It 
had its world premiere at the 37th Warsaw 
International Film Festival and received the 
Ecumenical Jury Award, Special Mention. 
It won the Golden Peacock Award (Grand 
Prix) at the 52nd International Film Festival 
of India. River Returns is his third feature 
film and was awarded Youth Jury Award 
for Best Feature Film of the Official Section 
- RETUEYOS International Competition at 
the 62nd Gijón International Film Festival.

Golden Peacock (Gran Premio) en el 52.o 
Festival Internacional de Cine de la India. 
River Returns es su tercer largometraje y 
fue galardonado con el Premio del Jurado 
Joven al Mejor Largometraje de la Compe-
ticion RETUEYOS en la 62o edicion del 
Festival Internacional de Cine de Gijon.

Masakazu KANEKO was born in Tokyo in 
1978. In 2016, his first feature film, “The 
Albino’s Trees”, was officially screened in the 
Forward Future Section of the 6th Beijing 
International Film Festival, China. It won 
20 awards at international film festivals 
worldwide. In 2021, Kaneko completed his 

Masakazu Ka-
neko nacio en 

Tokio en 1978. 
En 2016, su primer 

largometraje, The Albino’s Trees, se pro-
yecto en la seccion Futuro del 6o Festival 
Internacional de Cine de Beijing (China). 
La pelicula gano 20 premios en festivales 
internacionales de cine de todo el mundo. 
En 2021, Kaneko completo su segundo 
largometraje, Ring Wandering. Se estreno 
mundialmente en el 37o Festival Interna-
cional de Cine de Varsovia, donde recibio 
el Premio del Jurado Ecumenico, Men-
cion Especial. La pelicula gano el premio 

Masakazu 
Kaneko

It’s the late summer of 1958. A boy named Yucha lives in a riverside vil-
lage that is constantly threatened by typhoons.
He learns the local flood legend, which has long been passed down through 
the community, from a Kami-Shibai (paper theater) storyteller. Showing 
an illustrated paper card for each scene of the story, the storyteller tells 
of a broken-hearted girl who drowned herself in a river pool deep in the 
mountains. It is said that her grief has been causing great floods every few 
decades ever since.
A great typhoon is approaching. With childlike curiosity, Yucha sets off 
for the pool deep in the mountains, which even adults fear, in the hope of 
stopping the flood and soothing the girl’s sorrow.

En el verano de 1958, un pueblo ribereño se ve amena-
zado periódicamente por tifones. Allí, un niño llamado 
Yucha aprende la leyenda local sobre las inundaciones de 
un narrador de kamishibai (teatro de papel).
La historia cuenta que una chica con el corazón roto se 
ahogó en la poza de un río en lo profundo de las monta-
ñas. Se dice que, desde entonces, su dolor ha provocado 
grandes inundaciones cada pocas décadas.
Se acerca un gran tifón y Yucha se dirige al estanque de 
las montañas, al que incluso los adultos temen, con la es-
peranza de detener la inundación.
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El río vuelve


